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This course can be taken as a single course or as a component of the 9-credit program Coexistence in the Middle 

East (CME), which is comprised of the following three courses: 

 

 Narratives and Realities: Inside the Israeli Palestinian Conflict 

 Israel and the New Middle East: An Interactive View of the Post-Arab Spring  

 Religion in the Holy Land:  Faith’s Role in Peace and Conflict 

 

 Since these courses are designed to complement each other we strongly recommend participants to enroll in the 

three courses. 

 

* Class hours will vary according to field trips and course activities. A two-day field trip is scheduled from Thursday 9:00hrs 

to Friday 17:00hrs for each CME course.  

 

 

Course Description 

This course offers a first-hand perspective on the arising challenges and opportunities in a post-Arab 

Spring Middle East from the unique context of Israel: a meeting point between Western and Middle 

Eastern civilizations; the Holy Land for Christians, Jews and Muslims; and key point of interest and 

dispute for the international community. Through field trips and engaging dialogue with regional players, 

participants will gain personal insight into the religious, cultural and political forces shaping the changing 

reality of the region and their influence on Israel's future. 

http://www.coexistencetrip.net/pdf
http://www.coexistencetrip.net/pdf
http://overseas.huji.ac.il/?CategoryID=291&ArticleID=1083
http://overseas.huji.ac.il/?CategoryID=291&ArticleID=1083
http://overseas.huji.ac.il/?CategoryID=291&ArticleID=1084
https://overseas.huji.ac.il/?CategoryID=291&ArticleID=8306
https://overseas.huji.ac.il/?CategoryID=291&ArticleID=8306
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Since the beginning of the Arab Spring, the Middle East has experienced a tectonic shift that continues to 

shape the geopolitical map of the region. The established political systems have quickly collapsed, 

leaving a vacuum that is still being filled by old and new political players including radical non-state 

players that change the political, religious and tribal map of the region. These new emerging realities 

influence Israel, which remains an island of stability in the middle of the regional storm. Through 

exposure to multiple perspectives, this course offers students the opportunity to analyze this changing 

reality and the way it influences Israel. 

Site Visits and Meetings 

Through multiple field trips and encounters, this program offers the unique opportunity to gain first-hand 

access to key places and regional actors. Subject to the availability of guest speakers, participants will 

have the opportunity to meet with: 

 Diplomats and government officials 

 Representatives of international organizations 

 NGO activists  

 Academic figures and Middle Eastern experts 

 

Field trips and encounters will be finalized at a later date. As a reference only, participants may refer to 

the tentative itinerary for the Coexistence in the Middle East program. Please note that field trips in the 

itinerary are split among all three CME Summer Courses.  

 

List of Topics to be explored 

 

The following list of topics might be updated due to the dynamic character of the Middle East and our 

intention to focus on the current issues in the region: 

1. New Opportunities and Challenges in a Changing Middle East 

2. Jerusalem and the Role of Religion and Faith in the Middle East 

3.  Arab Spring, Islamic Winter and Non-State Actors 

4. Iran and the Nuclear Agreement 

5. Syria, Hezbollah and the Islamic State (ISIS). 

6. Emerging leaders and “old guards”:  Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Qatar 

7. The International Community and the Middle East 

8. Dissidents and New Media 

 

Grading & Course Requirements  

http://www.coexistencetrip.net/pdf/?file=CME_Tentative_Itinerary_Summer.pdf&ref=syllabus
http://www.coexistencetrip.net/index.php?cs=13&cp=versions#summer
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Participants who do not require academic credits will be exempt from these requirements and will be able 

to obtain an active participation certificate.   

 

 25% Reading and class participation  

 75% Term Paper. The essay will not exceed 3000 words. Students will be encouraged to work in 

small teams and engage in field related work. Paper outlines will be presented in the last two 

weeks of classes. Papers must be submitted no later than two week after the last class.  

 

It is mandatory for students to attend all classes, guest lectures, field trips, etc. Failure to attend classes 

will result in a student being denied the right to partake in the final assignment and receive a final grade 

in the course. Students who have a justified reason to miss class (illness, mourning, etc.) must 

communicate with their instructors and the Department of Summer Courses and Special Programs, and 

complete the material that they have missed. Students who have missed class due to illness must obtain a 

signed and stamped sick note from a treating physician and submit it to the Dept. of Summer Courses and 

Special Programs immediately following their return to class. Failure to do so will result in an unexcused 

absence. The Department reserves the right to refer the issue to an Academic Committee. In some cases, 

the Academic Committee may decide, in light of the requirements of the course, that it is not possible to 

make up the missing course work. 

  

Earning Graduate Credits for this course  

o Graduate students are expected to inform the Rothberg International School – 

rissummer@savion,huji.ac.il – of their interest in earning graduate credit for their summer 

course(s).  

o Graduate students must complete a 15-page, double-spaced seminar paper with bibliography 

for the course in place of the course's standard final assessment (in most cases, an exam). The 

topic and bibliography for these papers must be chosen in conjunction and agreement with 

each course instructor. Students must approach course instructors by the end of the first week 

of the course and arrange a time to meet and define their paper topic and bibliography.  

o The seminar paper must make use of at least five scholarly sources (books or academic 

articles), in addition to internet resources.  

o The graduate seminar papers must be submitted within 2 months following course completion 

in order for the graduate student to fulfill requirements for this course.  

  

Course Outline and Readings* 

Due to the dynamic character of the Middle East and the intention to focus on the current issues in the 

region the contents and readings might be updated. 
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What has Changed in the Middle East? Threats and Opportunities  

This section will serve as an introduction to the course. It will present a review of key terms and events 

associated with the Middle East and focus on the  changing and  emerging realities as the “Arab Spring “ 

continues into its fifth year.  We will further discuss the course structure and the theme questions that will 

accompany as we begin to engage with the readings and tours.   

 

 Boms, Nir (2012) “Old Wars in a New Middle East”, the Commentator, Nov 21st, 2012  

(http://www.thecommentator.com/article/2107/old_wars_in_a_new_middle_east) 

 

 Campante, Filipe R., and Davin Chor. 2012. "Why Was the Arab World Poised for 

Revolution? Schooling, Economic Opportunities, and the Arab Spring." Journal of 

Economic Perspectives, 26(2): 167-88. EJOURNAL 

 7th Annual ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller Arab Youth Survey, http://www.arabyouthsurvey.com/ 

 
 

 

 

 

Jerusalem and the Rule of Religion and Faith in the Middle East  

 

This section will focus on Jerusalem as a microcosm of an environment that is rich in tradition and where 

religion plays a pivotal rule. We will walk through the old city, encounter religious leader and examine 

the key question associated with the rule of religion in the Middle East: How strong is the religious 

dimension in the region and in this holy city? Can religion be a bridge for coexistence and reconciliation 

or rather a continuous source of tension and conflict? Can Jerusalem become a symbol of peace or rather 

a reason for war? 

 

Readings:   

 

 Lapidoth, Ruth  (2013), “A Recent Agreement on the Holy Places in Jerusalem” in The 

Israel Journal of Foreign Affairs, Vol 7, Number 3. EJOURNAL 

  

 John L.Esposito, Muhammad Muqtedar Khan and J. Schwedler, “Religion and Politics in the 

Middle East”, in: Understanding, pp. 319-343. ME9 S412 + ERESERVE 001379130 
 

 

 

Israel and the Question of the Arab Spring  

 

The past five years saw a dramatic change that has swept across the Middle East, toppling governments 

and leading to social ferment, the likes of which have never seen before in that part of the world. This 
section will review the developments leading to the Arab Spring and discuss the realities of a changing region. It 

will also focus on the ramifications of these changes to Israel; a theme that will be further discussed in future 

classes. In addition we will focus on one of the newest emerging in the region, the Kurds who emerge as the most 

effective force fighting ISIS as well as possibility the next in line for statehood. 

 

 Anderson, Lisa (2011) . “Demystifying the Arab Spring: Parsing the Differences Between Tunisia, 

Egypt, and Libya.” Foreign Affairs (New York) 90, no. 3 (2011): 2-7. EJOURNAL 

http://www.thecommentator.com/article/2107/old_wars_in_a_new_middle_east
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles.php?doi=10.1257/jep.26.2.167
http://www.arabyouthsurvey.com/
http://www.israelcfr.com/free-downloads.php?inp=5
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23039401


 5 

 

 Abdelbaki, Hisham (2013). “The Arab Spring: Do We Need a New Theory?” Modern Economy 4 

(2013), 187-196. EJOURNAL 

 

 Parsons, William &Taylor, William (2011), “ Arbiters of Social Unrest: Military Responses to 

the Arab Spring,” in United States Military Academy, West Point, NY Search Google 

 

 Al-Sahli Nabil (2014), “The Arab Spring and Israeli Security Concerns ” in Middle East 

Monitor, February 14th. MEM website 

 

 Elhusseini Fadi (2015), “The Arab Spring and the rise of non-state actors” in Middle East 

Monitor, June 13
th

. MEM website 

 

 

 

Iran and the Nuclear Agreement  

 

Iran’s conduct in the region remains a major factor despite the nuclear agreement of 2015. Since the 

agreement, Iran has sent additional forces to the region and began to deepen its presence including along 

Israel’s boarders. We will conduct a strategic analysis of Iran's nuclear program which is perceived as the 

highest threat to Israel and other countries in the Middle East with far-reaching impact inside and outside 

the Middle East. We will also attempt to understand Iran beyond its nuclear zone and focus on its regime, 

its diverse society and on the prospects for political change (this will be discussed within the context of a 

visit to the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs). 

 

Readings  

 Berman, Ilan (2015) “ Iran’s Various Voices”, American Foreign Policy Council Vol. 7 

Search Google (AFPC website) 

 Green, Jerrold D, Wehrey, Frederic and Wolf, Charles Jr, (2009) “Understanding Iran” in 

Rand, National Security Research Division, 

http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/monographs/2008/RAND_MG771.sum.pdf 

 

 Kelly John & Etling Bruce (2008),  “Mapping Iran’s Online Public: Politics and Culture in 

the Persian Blogosphere,” The Berkman Center for Internet and Society, Research 

Publication No. 2008-01Search Google 

 

 Kuperwasser, Yossi, (2015) “Israel’s Role in the Struggle over the Iranian Nuclear 

Project”  in Mideast Security and Policy Studies No. 114, Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic 

Studies. BSCSS website 

 

 

The ME & the International Community  
 

This section will deal with the external circle involving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict: the involvement of 

external players ranging from Israel’s immediate neighbors and to international organs as well as central 

global players such as Europe and the US. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict attracts the attention of various 

international players ranging from a wide network of interested activist and NGO’s and to the top policy 

makes of world affairs. That involvement further extends to the Middle East, involving critical Israeli 

interests and agendas such as Iran.  We will explore the role of the different international players and 

attempt to evaluate their respective contribution in respect of ending the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and in 

respect to Israel place in the Middle East.  

 

http://search.proquest.com/docview/1348250990
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/articles/middle-east/9743-the-arab-spring-and-israeli-security-concerns
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/articles/middle-east/19208-the-arab-spring-and-the-rise-of-non-state-actors
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/monographs/2008/RAND_MG771.sum.pdf
http://besacenter.org/mideast-security-and-policy-studies/israels-role-in-the-struggle-over-the-iranian-nuclear-project/
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 Hanafi, Sari (2004), “The Role of NGOs: Scream If You Want to be Heard” in The 

Palestine-Israel Journal, Vol.11 No.2, p. 25-30 EJOURNAL 

 Salehi, Kumars  (2015) “BDS in the United States” in Berkeley Journal of Sociology, (on 

line: http://berkeleyjournal.org/2015/01/bds-in-the-united-states/)   

 

 Steinberg  Gerald M, “International NGOs, the Arab Upheaval, and Human Rights: 

Examining NGO Resource Allocation,”  in Northwestern Journal of International Human 

Rights, Fall, 2012, Vol 11: 1, Pp. 125 – 149 EJOURNAL 

 

 Rosen, Steve (2012)  “Why a Special Issue on UNRWA?” in Middle East Quarterly, Fall 

2012 Vol XIX, Nu 4 Pp. 3 – 10. EJOURNAL 

 Yemini, Ben Dror (2011) “ NGO’s vs Israel” in  Middle East Quarterly Spring 2011, pp. 

67-71 EJOURNAL 

 

 Cengiz Candar, "Will 'Kurdish Spring' redraw Middle East Map?” in Al-Monitor, February 

5
th

, 2015 Al-Monitor website 

 

 

 

 

Syria's civil War and The rise of ISIS   

 

Syria’s uprising, the last surge of the Arab Spring grew from a local uprising to a full scale sectarian, 

ethnic proxy war that de-facto divided the country as well as influenced the surrounding geography and 

demography, particularity following the appearance of ISIS a.k.a  Da’wla Islamiya or the Islamic State. 

  The issues involving Syria are also linked to its neighboring country Lebanon, a country that is still 

defined by Syria as being part of the greater Syria (Bilad a- Sham) in which  Hezbollah, the “party of 

God” has gained both military strength as well as political influence as a result of the Syrian-Iranian 

support. We will further explore these dynamics via a tour to the north visiting Kyriat Shmona, the 

Lebanese border, the Golan Heights, the Syrian border as well as other sites of importance in the area. 

 

 

Readings: 

 

 Gulmohamad, Zana Khasraw “The Rise and Fall of the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham 

(Levant) ISIS” in , Global Security Studies, Spring 2014, Volume 5, Issue 2. EJOURNAL 

(via GSS website) 
 

 Boms, Nir “Syria, by Body Count,” in Wall Steet Journal, April 25th , 2013 

(http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424127887324874204578440963846374622) 

 

 Mihaylov Dimitar (2013), The Upheaval in Syria Viewed from Inside and Outside   in The 

Israeli Journal of Foreign Affairs, Volume 7 No. 3.EJOURNAL (via IJFA website) 

  

 

 

 

Egypt after Mubarak Regime  

 

http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=14434967&site=ehost-live
http://berkeleyjournal.org/
http://berkeleyjournal.org/2015/01/bds-in-the-united-states/
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/international_ngos_the_arab_upheaval_and_human_rights_examining_ngo_resource_allocation
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/article/international_ngos_the_arab_upheaval_and_human_rights_examining_ngo_resource_allocation
http://scholarlycommons.law.northwestern.edu/njihr/vol11/iss1/5
http://web.a.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail/detail?sid=e458a2df-2b11-4810-8f4b-167bf0f962f6%40sessionmgr4005&vid=3&hid=4206&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3D%3D
http://web.a.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail/detail?vid=7&sid=e458a2df-2b11-4810-8f4b-167bf0f962f6%40sessionmgr4005&hid=4206&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3D%3D
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/02/turkey-kurds-kurdish-spring-david-phillips.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news2/interactives/syria-dashboard/
http://www.globalsecuritystudies.com/archives.htm
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424127887324874204578440963846374622
http://www.israelcfr.com/free-downloads.php?inp=5
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Egypt followed Tunisia and became the most significant country symbolizing the Arab Spring. Tahrir 

(liberation) square, became a symbol for a movement of change that was able (although with help from 

the military) to move one of the most powerful Arab leaders that quickly found himself behind bars. 

However, the celebrated ‘democratic’ revolution quickly saw another turn following an interim period in 

where the Military Council (SCAF) ruled the country.. We will explore the fascinating dynamics in Egypt 

that had led to the both Egypt I and Egypt II and focus on the factors that led to the revolution including 

the role of media and social media that became a symbol of the Arab Spring. We will further discuss the 

current realities and challenges faced by Egypt that seeks to regain its seniority in the Arab World.  

 

Readings 

 

 Arthur Goldschmidt Jr., “Egypt under Mubarak”, in: The Contemporary Middle East, pp.211-221. 

ME9(08) Y19 + ERESERVE 001907429 

 

 Brown, Nathan,  (2013) Redoing the Egyptian Revolution - How to Get the Transition Right 

This Time, in Foreign Affairs, July 3, 2013 Search Google 

 

 Kamal, Mustafa & Meenalochani Pamela (2012) “ Byte Is Mightier Than The Sword: Egypt 

Revolution Of 2011” in   International Journal of Management & Information Systems, Vol, 

16, Number 4 EJOURNAL 

 

 

 

Dissidents and New Media - The Voices Behind the Arab Spring   

 

In this section will we explore the phenomena of dissidents with a focus on the  “enablers” who drove the 

“Arab Spring” by helping empower movements of change  and creating a new  political discourse. We 

will focus on the role of new media and on new opportunities for engagements created by these new 

dynamics. We will also try engage with active dissidents and create an opportunity for a live dialogue 

with dissidents and activists from the region. 

 

  

Abdulla Rasha A (2011) “The Revolution Will Be Tweeted” in The Cairo Review of Global 

Affairs, Vol 3, Fall, Pp 40 – 49 EJOURNAL 

 

 Boms, Nir (2011).  “About the Virtual and Real: Old Media, New Media and the Making 

of a Freedom Revolution in the Middle East.” in Israel Journal of Foreign Affairs (Vol. 2, 

No, 1,  Pp 51-71). ERESERVE 001954892 

 

 Porat, Yuval (2012) , “Iranians Have Democratic Values”  in Wall Street Journal, May 

13
th

 2012 Search Google 

 

 Carothers, Thomas (2015) “: Why Technology Hasn’t Delivered More Democracy 

  in Foreign Policy, June 3
rd

, 2015. Search Google (FP website) 

 

 

 

Conclusion: “Arab Spring or Winter”? New opportunities for Israel and the Middle East. 

 

In the concluding class we will further review the changing face of the Middle East and discuss with  

regional players the possibilities of a new alliances and new opportunities that may further develop as the 

dust of the “Arab Spring” begins to settle . 

 

  

 

http://www.cluteinstitute.com/ojs/index.php/IJMIS/article/view/7312
http://www.aucegypt.edu/GAPP/CairoReview/Pages/articleDetails.aspx?aid=89
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.  

 

 

 

 

 

Looking to stay current, get ideas for your paper, or just learn more? 

Check these news sources 

  

New York Times, www.nytimes.com 

Washington Post, www.washingtonpost.com 

BBC, www.bbc.co.uk 

Financial Times, www.ft.com 

The Times, www.timesonline.co.uk 

The Economist, www.economist.com 

Haaretz (Israel, newspaper), www.haaretzdaily.com 

Y-Net -- Yediot Ahranot (Israel, newspaper), (http://www.ynetnews.com/home/0,7340,L-3083,00.html 

The Jerusalem Post (Israel, newspaper), www.jpost.com 

The Forward (Jewish daily newspaper), www.forward.com 

Electronic Intifada (U.S.-based) www.electronicintifada.net 

The Israel Policy Forum (U.S.-based), www.israelpolicyforum.org 

The Alternative Information Center (Israeli-Palestinian news site) www.alternativenews.org 

Jerusalem Media and Communication Centre (Palestinian research institute), www.jmcc.org 

Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research (Palestinian research institute), www.pcpsr.org 

Independent reporting and commentary from Israel and Palestine (ezine), http://972mag.com/ 

Middle East Research and Information Project, http://www.merip.org/ 

Foreign Policy Magazine’s Middle East Channel, http://mideast.foreignpolicy.com/ 

Jadaliyya (ezine), http://www.jadaliyya.com/ 

Al-Jazeera (Arab world, news site), http://english.aljazeera.net 

al-Ahram Weekly (Egypt, newspaper), http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/ 

Jordan Times (Jordan, newspaper), http://www.jordantimes.com/ 

Daily Star (Lebanon, newspaper), www.dailystar.com.lb 

Now Lebanon (Lebanon, news site), http://www.nowlebanon.com 

Middle East Times (Egypt, newspaper), www.metimes.com 

 Dissidents Network, www.CyberDissidents.org 

 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.ft.com/
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/
http://www.economist.com/
http://www.haaretzdaily.com/
http://www.ynetnews.com/home/0,7340,L-3083,00.html
http://www.jpost.com/
http://www.forward.com/
http://www.electronicintifada.net/
http://www.israelpolicyforum.org/
http://www.alternativenews.org/
http://www.jmcc.org/
http://www.pcpsr.org/
http://972mag.com/
http://www.merip.org/
http://mideast.foreignpolicy.com/
http://www.jadaliyya.com/
http://english.aljazeera.net/
http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/
http://www.jordantimes.com/
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/
http://www.nowlebanon.com/
http://www.metimes.com/
http://www.cyberdissidents.org/
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